KARUNA NEWS 2021 TERM 2: ISSUE 2

“The essential thing is to arouse such an interest that it engages the child’s whole personality.”
Maria Montessori

IN THE CLASSROOM
MONTESSORI LANGUAGE
When the child arrives in the Montessori classroom, he has fully absorbed his culture’s language. He has
already begun to master the spoken language and with his entry into the classroom, he will begin to
consolidate the spoken language and begin to explore the written forms of language. To help children in
developing language the Montessori classroom is designed to help them reach their full potential.
Learning language is not done through subjects as in a normal classroom, children learn at their own
rhythm. This allows them to concentrate on learning each important step in language so that each

progressive step is done easily and without any thought on the part of the child.

Children begin with matching and sorting activities
which help develop a range of thinking skills,
categorising and problem solving skills. The ability to
visualise also helps understand language patterns
and transfer these to reading and writing.

OUTSIDE
Despite the odd rainy day the children have been enjoying the
outside space, which we are continuing to add to with
various activities. Last week Karen and the children made
their own gloop from just cornflour and water! The children
were fascinated by the interesting mixture with a unique
texture that the children loved to explore and play with. It’s
great for moulding and developing their fine motor skills as
well as offering sensory experiences and the opportunity to
learn about different textures and materials.

On Tuesday during our gardening time the children had a lot of fun raking up the leaves that have been
falling off our beautiful liquidambar tree. A great activity developing gross motor skills. They have also
been busy tending to our vegetable garden and herb pots, and have been enjoying watering the last of
our blooms.

MONTESSORI INFORMATION EVENING: TERM 2 – 26TH MAY
Each Term Mary presents a free information session. We invite current families, Under 3 parents and
waitlist families.

Our second term topic is LANGUAGE.
Language is all around us; it is what makes us human. During this information evening, we will explore the
acquisition of language from birth to six years and how we can promote all aspects of language learning
in both the home and the classroom.

RSVP to Anna: info@karuna.com.au

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday 15th May – Working Bee
Tuesday 18th May – Walkabout Reptiles Incursion
Tuesday 25th May – Drama Toolbox Incursion
Wednesday 26th May – Language and Culture. Parent information Session
Tuesday 1st June – African Beat Incursion
Wednesday 2nd – 3rd June – Parent Teacher conferences
Thursday 24th June – Pyjama Day. Last day of Term 2
Tuesday 13th July – Children return. 1st Day of Term 3
FULL LIST OF DATES FOR THE YEAR CAN BE FOUND IN THE ‘NEWS’ TAB ON OUR
WEBSITE

HOUSEKEEPING
PARKING Karuna has a strict parking policy in place to ensure the safety of our children.
The driveway must be kept clear at all times as it is used as a pathway and in case of an
emergency. Please do not stop or park in the driveway to pick up or drop off children or
use it as a turning circle. Thank you.
TICKS Ticks are most active after rain and when conditions are humid. Please always be
vigilant checking for ticks on your child, with all the rain and fairly warm conditions they
are out. We would also encourage parents to not allow children to play in the bushes out
the front of the preschool or down the side of the church, when they are dismissed –
from past experience these areas can be prone to ticks.
PAPER We would appreciate donations of scrap paper if anyone has access to paper from
their office for example. This is used in the practical life activities and it is fine if the paper
is printed on one side. Many thanks.
FRUIT Please remember to bring in a piece of whole fruit each day which is used in our
practical life activities and snack time.
NUT FREE ZONE Please do not pack any food containing nuts!

Free webinar on children’s social & emotional
development
Hi Friend ,
This month we will be hosting a very special FREE webinar for early educators and parents, all
about children’s social and emotional development before they begin school. Certified speech
pathologist Anne Williams will be joined by mental health clinician Anne Edwards at 12.30pm and
6.30pm (AEST) on Tuesday, May 18. It will also be available on demand.

The topic is ‘Safe, Secure & Supported: Is your child ready for school?’, and the pair will discuss
emotional milestones children should be reaching before beginning kindergarten. Anne Edwards
will also answer questions around child development and mental health, which have been asked
by our learning community of educators and parents.
Learn more or register at www.soundsgoodtome.com.au

We’d love to see you there,
The Sounds good to me team

