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“Watching a child makes it obvious that the development of his mind comes through his movements.”
Maria Montessori

IN THE CLASSROOM
NEW FRIENDS
We are so excited to welcome new friends to the classroom….

Dominic is settling in well and enjoys playing with
the farm and practical life activities. Dominic is
making friends with Kai and Joshua and loves his
outdoor play time. We welcome his parents Ioulia
and Dirk to our community.

HAYLEY SMITH
We are delighted to be able to welcome Hayley to the
Karuna Family. Hayley attended Karuna Montessori as
a child and has been a regular volunteer at our school
since her high school years. Hayley will be working as a
classroom assistant on Mondays and Fridays. Hayley is
currently studying a Bachelor of Education at
Macquarie University, majoring in Early Childhood
Studies. Hayley is a firm favourite amongst the children
and we are very lucky to have her with us.

WATER!
Children love to play with water, and this has led us to explore the concept of why we need water, and
the properties of water. Our activities have centred around our new water table, which the children
tested out by making their own paper boats, did they float or did they sink? Is paper waterproof? And
how do you make paper?

The new homemade water fountain has also been entertaining for the children Thank you Pieter for the
wonderful work.

We have also been busy learning why plants need water. We have been observing the lifecycle of a
plant by putting pumpkin seeds on some damp cotton to see if they will sprout any roots. The pumpkin
was one we grew in our own garden at Karuna. We also put some rosemary sprigs (again from our
garden) in some bottles of water, to observe what happens, Hugo’s rosemary is well on its way to being
replanted having sprouted some new roots!

GRACE & COURTESY
Grace and courtesy lessons are an integral part of the Montessori curriculum beginning in the early
childhood classroom and continuing through the primary years. These lessons are given regularly
through the year and are especially important when we have new children join the class. Grace and
courtesy lessons are the cornerstone of the Montessori approach and support the smooth running of
the classroom. Lessons on how to shake hands in the morning, how to ask a question, or solve a
disagreement are commonplace. These skills allow children to be a part of the community and grow
towards normalisation.

So how do we present Grace and courtesy lessons? The most common way is through role-playing.
Because children learn well through witnessing the interactions and participating, and they also find
role-play fascinating and entertaining two qualities that guarantee success. Disney worked this out many
years ago. Remember, grace and courtesy lessons should not be restricted to the classroom
environment but also transfer to the lunch area, the playground, and most importantly, the home!
Dr. Maria Montessori stated, “we must begin our work by preparing the child for social life and give
lessons which help them learn these social strategies, so they can navigate friendships and
collaborations with others, this can benefit them throughout their life”.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Tuesday 2nd March – Firefighters Visit
Wednesday 3rd March – Clean up Australia Day with Scouts. Nth Curl Curl beach
Monday 8th March – Henny Penny Hatching eggs
Tuesday 9th March – Police Visit
Wednesday 17th March – Parent Information Evening Session. Practical Life.
Friday 26th March – Crazy Hair Day for Indigenous literacy
Tuesday 30th March – Surf Lifesaving Australia Incursion
Wednesday 31st March – Easter Hat parade. Last day off School. Finish 12noon.
Tuesday 20th April –Cchildren return. First Day back Term 2.

HOUSEKEEPING
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
The children celebrate their birthdays in class by bringing in a photo and story for each
year of their lives. Mary shows these to all the children and for each year of life the child
walks around a pretend sun carrying the coloured globe.
It is customary to donate a child’s book for the classroom book corner or a plant for the
garden on your child’s birthday.
Children are also welcomed to bring in plain cupcakes (with no icing please) on their
birthday to share with other children.
Please contact Anna a couple of weeks prior to your child’s birthday to book the
celebration.
WORKING BEE THANK YOU
Thank you to the wonderful parents and our premises manager Michael who turned up
for our working bee last Saturday. The preschool and gardens are looking fabulous and
are being enjoyed by the children and staff.
CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY
Please join us on Wednesday 3rd March for Clean up Australia Day. We will be teaming up
with Dee Why Scouts and will be meeting at Curl Curl Beach at 4pm. Please email the
office to register your name.
COMPOST AND WORM FARM
You might have noticed we now have a dedicated bin at the front gate for vegetable
scraps, to add to our compost. Composting is a great way to teach the kids about
recycling, do your bit by helping the environment, reduce landfill and and help the
environment! We would also love any newspapers you might have lying around your
home, these are great for our worm farm and would be much appreciated.

INFORMATION EVENING
Don’t forget it’s not too late to book in for our wonderful presentation evening on
Wednesday March 17th at 7:30pm to hear about the importance of Practical life. RSVP to
Anna.
OPEN DAY
A reminder we will be holding our OPEN DAY this term on March 20, 9-12. Please help
spread the word about our lovely pre-school. This is a great opportunity for prospective
families to come and have a closer look at our pre-school and meet our wonderful
teachers.

