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“Education is a natural process carried out by the child and is not acquired by listening to words but by
experiences in the environment.” Maria Montessori

A MESSAGE FROM MARY
We are all aware this year has been a challenge; it
has also been rewarding and it has been a
pleasure watching all the children grow and
mature into kind and responsible individuals.
Term 4 will be an exciting and challenging as the
older children consolidate their learning in
readiness big school and the younger children
move up the ladder of maturity and leadership.
We are preparing for our end of year concert and
graduation, however, as COVID- 19 restrictions
remain in place at present, we will be recording this event and arrange a zoom transmission for you to
share. I will let you know if restrictions are lifted and if this is the case we will go live with this event.
Thank you for your patience and understanding on this matter.

IN THE CLASSROOM
MATHS
The children have been using a wide variety of concrete math materials in the classroom, expanding
their knowledge of numbers. Once they have master this first step they progressing to abstract
thought. This way children can understand quantities more easily than symbols because quantities can
be represented in a tangible manner. For example Long chains teach children skip counting, preparing
them for multiplication.

PRACTICAL LIFE
Practical Life is a popular activity amongst the children at Karuna. The manual paper shredder and
apple slicer are always in demand! Practical life activities develop motor control and coordination, and
develop independence, concentration, and a sense of responsibility. The exercises in practical life
cover two main areas of development: care of self, and care of the environment.

MUSIC
Research shows music is fundamental in early childhood education, helping children to develop in
various ways. The children continue to enjoy their music class with Kirsten on a Thursday morning. This
term the children are busy practising songs for their Christmas play!

Music is also encouraged at different times throughout the day. At the end of the children’s morning
work cycle, calming music is played while the children “Walk the line”. This is in the shape of an ellipse
and provides the children to develop motor control, and also practices listening skills, balance,
coordination, body awareness and sense of inner discipline.

“There should be music in the child’s environment, just as there does exist in the child’s spoken
environment the child should be considered and music should be provided.”
Maria Montessori

OUTSIDE
We have again been blessed with lovely spring weather and the children have enjoyed time outside in
the garden and playground. Digging is a great way for children to practice gross and fine motor skills,
playing together in the sandpit encourages the children to talk and cooperate with one another.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday 24th October – Working Bee
Friday 30th October – Extended Day Students Excursion to Wildflower Gardens
Friday 13th October – Kindifarm Incursion. Dress as a Farmer day
Tuesday 17th November – Coastal Environment Incursion
Thursday 26th/ Friday 17th November – Parent teacher conferences
Thursday 10th December – Christmas Concert. Last day Term 4. Students finish at 12:00

HOUSEKEEPING
- Saturday 24th October is our last Working Bee. We would like to see a big turnout please, even if you
can spare just 30minutes.
- It’s true what they say: Breakfast is the most important meal of the day! For young children to
function it is important that they have a healthy breakfast in the morning.
- Please remember to bring a hat for your child especially as it is getting warmer!
- A friendly reminder we are a nut free school. So no nuts in snack boxes or lunchboxes please.
- A big thank you to Michael Gleeson and Shannon Gillam for organising our new laundry facility. This
means no more washing duties for families as hand towels, aprons and tablecloths can all be done inhouse!

