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MERRY CHRISTMAS!

MESSAGE FROM STAFF
It is hard to believe the 2020 school year has come to an end! Despite the many challenges this year has
thrown at us, the children have completed a successful year of learning, social interaction and personal
growth. The children have been most adaptable to our changing environment, with daily temperature
checking and hand sanitising becoming the new norm, well done to all students for handling so well a
year full of challenges and successes. We are also grateful for the incredible year of learning we have
been able to provide at Karuna despite its many obstacles. Our teachers are knowledgeable
collaborators, they are passionate, committed, active and above all trusted experts in their field of
education. Please enjoy a holiday filled with family, friends and fun wherever you may be celebrating
the festive season. We look forward to welcoming our students and parents back on Monday, 1st
February 2021.
Mary, Raquel, Daisy, Karen & Anna

IN THE CLASSROOM
The last term is always a hectic and exciting one for students and staff, but Christmas craft is always one
of the highlights. The children have enjoyed stitching Christmas stockings, painting Christmas trees, and
decorating our Christmas tree with handmade candy cane beads – all activities contributing to their
development of fine motor skills, creativity and imagination. We have also been enjoying practising our
Christmas songs, ready for our concert. Christmas is also a time for us to focus being part of a
community and family, and we have been discussing what Christmas means, how it is not just about
presents but about giving and sharing and helping those less fortunate.

GARDENING
Our garden has gone from strength to strength this year! Thank you to our beautiful mum Dannielle
who has committed to attending once a week to the garden and taking small groups of children for a
gardening session. Dannielle is handing over the reigns to Naomi for 2021, and we are calling for a new
gardener for 2020 to share the duties with Naomi!

SCIENCE!
There was lots of excitement in the classroom when one of our students conducted a ‘walking’ rainbow
science experiment. Mary explained to the children how the coloured water travels up the paper towel
by a process called capillary action. This allows liquid to flow upward in narrow spaces and is the same
thing that helps water climb from a plants roots to the leaves in the tree top! This is a great experiment
you could try with your children at home during the holidays!

Have you ever tried a Rambutan? Do you even know what it is? It is actually a fruit native to Southeast
Asia. It grows in a tree that can reach up to 27metres tall and thrives in tropical climates. Our students
were lucky enough to hold them, smell them and even eat them when one of the children brought them
in for show and tell. It was wonderful to see the conversation develop amongst the children, describing
what the rambutan looked like – some said a hairy sea urchin. And also discussing where does food
come from? The summer holiday is a great time for everyone to pause, and it is also a great time to start
collecting fascinating objects from holidays, walks, trips to the park or make some craft projects to bring
in for Show and Tell next year!

EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM
GRADUATION
On Friday the Extended Day children, moving on to their big schools next year, had the opportunity of
wearing their new school uniforms to Pre-school. It was wonderful to see them wearing their new
uniforms with pride and excitement. To our students graduating; our vision at Karuna has been to
support you to become well-rounded individuals ready to take on life’s challenges with verve,
compassion and responsibility. We can confidently say that each of you have grown to become more
confident, self-directed learners, and we wish you all the best as you embark on the next chapter of
your education.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday 1st February, 2021 – Students return. First day of Term 1 2021.
Wednesday 31st March, 2021 – End of Term 1. Students finish at 12:00

HOUSEKEEPING
4-YEAR OLD VACCINTATIONS If your child has recently turned 4 please do not forget to
update the office if they have had their 4-year old vaccinations.
SUMMER HOLIDAY IDEAS

