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“Watching a child makes it obvious that the development of his mind comes through his movements.”
Maria Montessori

MESSAGE FROM MARY
We are fast approaching the end of the year and many children
are visiting their big schools. Whilst this is a time full of
excitement it can be challenging for some. Bear in mind each
child will experience their own unique journey and you are there
to support and manage their expectations. They will all learn to
adapt to their new environment, and experience new ways of
learning. Having a positive attitude to school will help your child
in this transition and will build confidence and success for the
future emotional and cognitive demands that school life school
brings. Relax and enjoy the journey.

IN THE CLASSROOM
The last couple of weeks has seen the arrival of wet and windy conditions resulting in the children
spending more time indoors. The children have enjoyed using a wide variety of materials for building
and constructing their own towers, buildings and bridges. It has been wonderful to watch the children
develop their perception of dimension and weight as well as bringing their own movements under
control as they attempt to balance different shapes on top of each other, each with varying levels of
success.

SHOW AND TELL
There was much discussion on Friday when one of the children brought in a shed snakeskin they found
in their garden. The children have been enjoying sharing experiences and special ‘treasures’ from
home during show and tell on Friday’s. This activity develops public speaking skills along with the
ability to answer questions from the group. We have been presented with a wide variety of creations,
posters and stories engaging discussion and conversation amongst the peers.

EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM
WILDFLOWER EXCURSION
We were greeted by glorious weather as we headed out to the Ku-ring-gai Wildflower gardens last
Friday. Environmental Education Ranger Tom Branighan was a wonderful guide explaining many
amazing facts about our flora and fauna. Did you know the Scribbly gum tree is native only to the
Sydney regions? And that the scribbles are made by the scribbly gum moth larvae who bore a
meandering tunnel through the eucalypt tree’s bark? We were introduced to Mr and Mrs Duck along
with Clyde the frog and were entertained with some amazing frog facts! We also met the local terrapin
– a species of turtle living in brackish water. And we rounded off the excursion with a bushwalk, what a
busy afternoon!

SCHOOL READINESS
Making the transition for our older children from pre-school to primary school does not have to be
daunting. You might like to have a look at the following links to help answer any questions you might
have:
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/public-schools/going-to-a-publicschool/media/documents/getting-ready-for-school.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/going-to-a-public-school/primary-schools/starting-school

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday 13th October – Kindifarm Incursion. Dress as a Farmer day!
Tuesday 17th November – Coastal Environment Incursion
Thursday 26th/ Friday 27th November – Parent teacher conferences
Friday 4th December – Children leaving at the end of 2020 graduation and wear their new school
uniform
Thursday 10th December – Christmas Concert (more information to follow). Last day Term 4. Students
finish at 12:00

HOUSEKEEPING
- It is true what they say: Breakfast is the most important meal of the day! For young children to
function it is important that they have a healthy breakfast in the morning before coming to school.
- Please remember to bring a hat for your child especially as it is getting warmer!

- A friendly reminder we are a nut free school. No nuts in snack boxes or lunchboxes please.
- A big thank you to everyone who joined us for the working bee on Saturday 24th October our school
and gardens are looking lovely, tidy and clean. A big thank you to Michael Gleeson who has made a
wonderful start on the new playground fence.

